OPINIONS
(i)

The story of Mahabhdrata has been a veritable source of
inspiration for the poets down the centuries irrespective of their
anguage or region. The central theme as well as the numerous
episodes that it encompass have caught the imagination of Sanskrit
3oets who have composed Mahakavyas, lyrics, campus, dramas and
Dther literary forms. Attempts to recapitulate the whole story also
ire to be found in works like the Campu Bhdrata ofAnantaBhatta,
Bhdratamanjari of Ksemendra and so on. The Bdlabhdrata of
^gastya Pandita in 20 cantos containing 1794 stanzas- is one of the
^reat Mahakavyas in Sanskrit, epitomising the Bharata theme and
t is one of the most significant contributions of Andhra Pradesh
;o the world literature.

Dr. Ghanasydmala Prasdda Rao has made a brilliant study
:>n-the monumental work subjecting the theme to his critical and
comparative approach which earned him a Doctoral degree from the
University of Andhra. I" am glad to note that this significant work
from the pen of Dr. Rao is now printed to form a worthy addition
:o the growing literature on Sanskrit studies. The present study is
systematic in dealing with the different aspects like the author, his
dentity and works etc. In establishing the identity of the author
;he monograph sheds new light. Through a comparative study the
mthor shows that the earlier writers like Vydsa, and Kdliddsa have
nfluenced the original author. Yet another interesting finding by
Dr. Rao is that Tikkanna the author of the Andhra Mahabhdrata
s influenced by Agastya-pandita.

I am sure that the present study will be widely appreciated by
he discerning scholars for its originality and critical assessment.
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